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I am hearing people ask, “Where is God at this time?”
They feel as though God has stepped away from the situation
and is no longer caring about what happens. Some have even

blamed one part of society for why God has stepped out on us.

Some people are fearful that our country will fall apart and
only chaos will exist very soon.

I believe God is present with us and working in each per-
son’s life. Many I have the opportunity to speak and interact
with are hearing God deep within their souls. They are being
called by God to walk and grow in the spiritual life. They are
understanding more about the Bible and feeling convicted to
establish stronger spiritual disciplines in their lives. They are
concerned about whether others know about the salvation
which God offers to every person. They are finding ways to
tell about the great things God has done in their lives to bring
them peace, comfort, and grace. They are becoming more fer-

vent in prayer and the ability of prayer to bring about changes.

When people have these kinds of desires for the spiritual life,
this shows God is present. All these things are the work of the
Holy Spirit in people’s lives.

Christians need to take a leading role by showing God to
be present even when it seems chaos is in control. It is time
for us to sing the praises of a God who still works in people’s
hearts. A God who has a good plan and a good future for us if
we will open up and allow God to inspire us on
the way. God is present and God is working in
people’s lives. I see it every day. Do you see
it?

Because of God’s Love,
Pastor Tim

estern Blue Ridge Baptist Networ

o WESTERN BLUE RIDGE BAPTIST NETWORK WEB SITE:
http://westernblueridge.wix.com/baptistnetwork
We had planned to have our Leadership Team meetings on even
numbered months. If the Network can be of any help during this
time please let us know and please continue to pray for our coun-
try. We will keep you updated as things develop.

e MiNISTRY DINNERS: These dinners are suspended until we are
able to have a Leadership meeting to determine a new schedule.

e VENEZUELAN CHRISTIANS: Please continue praying for our broth-
ers and sisters as they minister to those in their neighborhood. They
are feeling effects of the virus and quarantine, but are continuing to
minister to the area.

e BLAND MINISTRY: Please continue praying for DeeDee Hoosier who
is doing well. DeeDee’s husband, Danny, has had several problems since
his surgery and asked that we continue to pray for both of them.

Bland has been continuing with their work, but without the volunteers.
They hope to bring back the volunteers.

They are still receiving food from USDA.

During the “shut-down” they have been able to formulate plans for the
future.

e MissiON CONFERENCE: Charles Damron shared information that it
would be best to not schedule a Missions Conference for this year. He
said one will be scheduled for next year.

Our next meeting is scheduled for August 6. As we look forward to
the future, please continue in pray for our Network churches and our
country.

In His service
Dave Clonch
Moderator/Director, Western Blue Ridge Baptist Network
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m06[’fa6ﬁ f) aus During this time of uncertain-

Dinner ‘Cﬁeatre ty, we have decided to postpone

our monthly gatherings at the Wohlfahrt Haus Dinner Thea-
tre. When we can safely gather in groups again, we will noti-
fy you by emails, Sunday announcements, or the Beacon
with information when we will book reservations for dinner

and a production. For more information, contact Doris Terry.

ENEE ENEEEEW

Our July meeting has been cancelled. Young-at-
Please watch and listen for updates on the eart
new date and place for our next meeting.

Coarnoll Stewant

n Thank you to our Property Team—Chris Brack-

f nell, Dan Robinette, and Arnie Murdock—for
your dedication in keeping God’s church properly
maintained and safe for all who come to worship,

work, and visit. Their job is not an easy one but they do it
with determination and a smile. This has not been an easy
time for anyone but they have our comfort, safety, and well
being at the forefront of their work and decision making. Let
us keep them in our prayers as they keep us safe.

THANK YOU, PROPERTY TEAM,
FOR TAKING CARE OF
WHAT GOD HAS INTRUSTED TO WBC.
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NOTES FROM OUR
MINISTER OF MuUSIC
Judy Cgltier W AND WORSHIP

WHAT ABOUT MUSIC WHEN WE RETURN?
e R
As we look forward to reopening our church doors this month, we
also realize not everyone will feel comfortable in returning at this
point. Health issues, along with an air-conditioning that is no longer
working, may keep many from attending services at this time.

Therefore, we have decided to postpone our celebration of Easter
until more are able to safely meet together.

Upon returning, we will err on the side of caution with our service
music. In place of live music, our plans are to begin with music
videos and videos from previous services. With such a volatile
situation that our country and community are now experiencing, we
will endeavor to remain watchful and flexible, balancing our desire
to worship together as the Body of Christ while protecting our
physical body, which is the temple of God. Both are very precious in
the Lord’s sight.

This Fourth of July, with many of our freedoms and comforts
compromised, we can still rejoice that no one can take away our
freedom in Christ. And the Solid Rock on which our faith rests,
proves Himself increasingly strong and faithful in the midst of the
storm’s fury. So during this time, though we cannot safely sing as a
congregation, may the song that pours from our soul bring others to
the Joy, Love, and Salvation that our Lord wants to give so freely to
all.

With joy and with prayers for our safe reunion,

Judly
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Youth News

Hello Church Family,

Michael
Warner

The youth would simply like to pass some encouragement on. These
past few months have been some of the strangest we have
experienced, but we rest in the reality that God is not surprised and
is still in control. We hope everyone is remaining safe and healthy
during this time and we look forward to seeing everyone again in the
near future. The youth have been able to retain connection

through various social media platforms, which we are extremely
grateful for. Yet, the sad reality of not being within physical
parameters is ever present. Lastly, as the last time, we'd like to pass
on the truths that we sometimes need to be reminded of:

1) We are adopted Sons & Daughters of God and nothing can
remove that. (John 1, 10)

2) We look forward to the coming return and resurrection of our
very bodies. (1 Cor. 15, 1 Thes. 4)

3) God is in control as He pulls history to its fullness and
completeness. (Rev. 22)

If any member is in need of anything, please let us know and we will
do everything we can to meet the need or find and direct to someone
who can! You can contact me at mkwarner35@gmail.com

We love and miss you all and look forward to being in physical
proximity again.

Blessings,

Michael

= A continued “THANK YOU?” for your steadfast
conviction in maintaining your monetary giving
to God. Because of your continuing commit-
ment to tithing, the church is able to maintain
normal expenditures and also help others in our
community. Again, thank you for being so faith-
ful in your giving.

| (T
, [

You can still give by logging onto the church’s website at
wythevillebaptist.org and clicking the GIVING tab, by going to
MyChurchApp/Wytheville Baptist on your cell phone, mailing
your offering to the church, or come by the church and slip your
tithing envelope through the mail drop on the entrance door to the
main hallway of the church. Your tithes will be used for expand-
ing His Kingdom.

\In His Hand,
Stewardship Team
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WYTHEVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH APP

Look for the Wytheville Baptist Church app where
you will be able to download and have access to
submit a Prayer Request, read the Beacons, Calen-
dar, get Directions, hear the Sermons, open The
Bible, compile a Journal Page, Link to Church Fa-
cebook Page, Online Giving, and much more.

If you are having problems finding, downloading,
or setting up this app, contact Daniel Burke or Pas-
tor Tim.
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REMINDER

Please use your church envelopes with your as-  ()fferin
signed numbers. This will help the tellers and the E“V‘LIQ/P%S
Financial Secretary to properly document your ol
tithes and offerings. If you do not have envelopes P
or an assigned number, please contact the

church office.

. You will soon receive your six month fi-
Six Month :
Y Givin nancial statement. If you have any ques-
Ve ving :
Statements tions about your statement, or do not re-
AN ceive your statement by July 15, please
notify the church office.
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BIBLE STUDY—THE BOOK OF MARK

Every Wednesday night at 7:00 p.m., Pastor Tim
will lead our Bible Study on the Book of Mark. The Pastor
will bring this to us over Zoom. If you would like to join this
study, contact Pastor Tim and let him know you would like
to join.
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Annual Church Picnic Canceled

Due to the uncertainty deriving from Covid-19, the decision
has been made to cancel the Annual Church Picnic that was
scheduled for August 2.

We will revisit the scheduling of this special event at a lat-
er date. Watch your emails and Beacons for a new date when
we can all gather at Claytor Lake Baptist Camp for a day of
good food, fun, and fellowship.

KATHRYN ISAACS AND :
MABEL CRABTREE CIRCLE NEWS wyn!m usymp

Our Circle doesn't have regular meetings in July and August.

The Annual Church Picnic which was to be held on Sunday, August
2, at Claytor Lake Baptist Campground has been cancelled. Our
regular meetings will resume in September. We will keep you
updated of any changes in dates.

Ladies, please keep our church family, community, state, and
nation in your prayers. Keep in contact with each other through
phone calls, text messages, emails, and cards of encouragement.

Lynn Arnold, Chair
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Called Church Business Meeting

During this time of COVID-19, we are seeking for new ways to be a
church and also to take care of the business of the church. In addition
to having a Called Business Meeting on Wednesday, July 1, at our
7:00 p.m. Prayer Meeting and Bible Study on Zoom, we want to give
people an additional way to vote on church business. We realize not
everyone can attend a Zoom meeting. You can respond to the
church’s email, wythevillebaptist@gmail.com, with either a "yes" or
a "no" to allow the Property Team to have Wythe Sheet Metal re-
place one Sanctuary AC unit at a cost of $6,000 and also to allow
Brian Wolford to install a 22,000 BTU window unit with remote
control for the kitchen. The installation for the kitchen will include
two new circuits: one for the air conditioner and a new circuit for
countertop cooking appliances. The unit will cost $725 and other
incidentals will bring the total cost to $900 and $1,000. Funds for the
kitchen air conditioner project will come from the Designated line
item for Wednesday night suppers which currently has $4,873.14.

If voting by email, your vote on both projects needs to be received
by noon on Wednesday, July 1. If you have any questions please
contact Chris Bracknell, Chairperson of the Property Team. Thanks
for your help in conducting the business of the church.

Because of God's Love,
Pastor Tim
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CHURCH UPDATE FROM PASTOR °

Dear Faithful Members of Wytheville Baptist Church,

After much prayer and discussion with a number of members and leaders, it
is time for in-person Worship Services again. We will start meeting only
for Worship Service on July 5 at 10:30 a.m. This will be the only activi-

ty we will have at Church for a while. We will continue to meet for Prayer
Meeting and Bible Study each week on Zoom. If you have not been attend-
ing on Wednesday and would like to, please email me for an invitation link.

I know and am aware that most of you want to be as cautious as possible
as we return to gathering together. As your Shepherd, I want to do all that I
can to keep you safe and well during this time. I realize cases of COVID-19
are rising in our county. Some have shared with me they will not be coming
at first as we start in-person gathering. I understand and so does the leader-
ship of the Church. If you decide it would be best for you to be safe by stay-
ing at home, you have my approval as Pastor to do so. We are still going to
live stream the Worship Service on the Church's Facebook page and it will
still be available on the Church's YouTube page also. Please be aware also
that with the social distancing rule of six feet between non-family members
our Sanctuary will only hold about 50 people, which is less than our usual
attendance.

You will find a copy of our Guidelines and Cleaning Procedures. Please
read through them and let me know if you have any questions or concerns.
The Deacons and the Staff have taken time to put these together for the safe-
ty of all who attend Worship Service.

Another fact I want to make you aware of is that one of our air condition-
er units for the Sanctuary is not working and needs to be replaced. Wythe
Sheet Metal has given us an estimate already. So as we move into the sum-
mer months, it may not be comfortable in the Sanctuary depending on the
weather. If you plan on attending remember it could be warm in the Sanctu-
ary.

Once again | want to say, Thank you for your faithful giving during this
time! It has allowed us to cover all expenses and to continue to pay all our
Staff. May God bless you for your continued faithfulness in this area.
Please continue to pray for God's healing for our nation from COVID-19
and the current civil unrest. God will answer our prayers, just as God has
done faithfully in the past for us.

Because of God's Love,
Pastor Tim

e It’s summer time and we have sum-
mer clothes in WBC Children’s
Clothes Closet. These children’s
clothes are free and we always have
new families that utilize this ministry.
4’8 [f you have any new or gently used
children’s clothes, shoes new underwear, t-shirts, or socks;
please bring them to the clothes closet down stairs next to the
nursery when the church opens back up.

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please ear-
mark your check “Children’s Clothes Closet” and mail it to the
church or drop it in the mail slot on the door leading to the main
hallway. If permissible, the Children’s Clothes Closet will
open on Thursday, July 23, from 2:30 to 4:00 p.m.

**************************

Spread the Word of God by telling others to listen to the Sunday
morning message by logging onto:
www.wythevillebaptist.org
then click the Sermons tab.
Once there, people will find each Sunday’s ser-
mon plus all the previous sermons of past
months. Thank you to our Multi-Media Team
Leader, Daniel Burke, for providing this link for
our encouragement, learning, and inspiration.

-
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AUGUST 2020
BEACON ARTICLES
All August 2020 Beacon articles, announce-
ments, meetings, events, times, etc. need to be
turned into the church office no later than
Monday, July 20. Thank you for your help in
this matter.
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DON’T FORGET OUR BENEVOLENCE OFFERING

Our Benevolence offering is divided between helping our
members and regular attendees in a time of need and the rest
is sent to the Wythe County Ministerial Association and ad-
ministered by Hope Ministry to help those in the community
who need help. This offering will be received during the
month of July.

This offering is never hoarded up or put in a savings account,
but always used to help others for the glory of God.

Thank you for giving from the heart.
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OPEN DOOR CAFE
IMPORTANT HEALTH & SERVICE NOTICE

We will continue with To-Go style meals. Outdoor seating is now
available to enjoy your to-go meals, but you may not seat yourself.
Please see a volunteer to be seated. Masks must be worn except for
when eating and drinking. Tables are reserved for active eating only of
parties of 6 or less, and social gatherings outside of meals are prohibit-
ed. Monetary donations are still gladly accepted and needed as we work
to serve all. The hours will remain 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
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AGAPE FOOD PANTRY

Please bring canned vegetables for the months of July,
August, and September to help feed those in need in
our community. Please, no glass containers.

WBC considers it a privilege to help the Agape
Food Pantry distribute food on the second Saturday of
every month beginning at 10:00 a.m. and the fourth Thursday of
each month beginning at 12:00 p.m. If you would like to be part of
this vital ministry, please contact Chris and Rhonda Bracknell or
Guy and Linda Sutphin.

VOUcAN HELP [ ]
.

COVID-19 GUIDELINES AND CLEANING PROCEDURE

These guidelines follow State guidelines and suggestions of best practices
for churches gathering for Worship Services during Phase 2.

We are happy to report that Wytheville Baptist will begin gathering for
Worship Service only on July 5, 2020 at 10:30 AM. We have established
these guidelines and cleaning procedures to keep people safe during this
time of Covid-19.

1. Worship Services will be limited to 50 people, this includes seating peo-
ple in the balcony, so we can maintain six-foot distances between people.
Our Worship Services will be live-streamed on the Church’s Facebook
page and posted later on the Church’s YouTube page for those who cannot
attend or who would prefer not to attend during this time of Covid-19.

2. No one with a fever or known exposure to a Covid-19 case in the prior
14 days is allowed to enter the church building.

3. The Sanctuary, Bathrooms on the Second Floor, and all frequently
touched surfaces will be cleaned after each Worship Service before meet-
ing again as explained in the cleaning procedure detailed below.

4. People will enter the Sanctuary through the front door while maintaining
six-foot distances and proceed to a pew for the Worship Service. Please do
not pause because this may keep people from entering behind you. The
pews will be marked in six-foot sections and only every other pew will be
used. It will be helpful to fill in the Sanctuary from the front to the back so
people can maintain six-foot distancing. If you are handicapped and need
to use the ramp please let us know and you will be led in through the side
door.

5. We will not have an announcement sheet. Our announcements will be on
the projector screens.

6. Those who attend Worship Services are reminded to wear a face mask
and each will use hand sanitizer upon entering our Sanctuary. If you forget
to bring a face mask you will be given one to wear as you enter the sanctu-
ary. The Pastor will remove his mask when he preaches.

7. Families who have been living together through the pandemic can sit
together. All other attendees must be seated six feet apart.

8. We will not have our Greeting Time of hugging, handshakes, and mov-
ing around the Sanctuary.

9. Music has been very important to our Worship Services, however, there
will be no Choir or Congregational singing during our Worship Services.
Special Music and instrumentals will be part of our Worship Services from

(Continued on page 8)
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time to time.

10. Other than the Sanctuary, no other parts of the Church facility will be
open. Sunday School rooms, the Library, and the Choir Room are closed.
Please do not go to the First or Third floors at this time. Any additional
spaces people use will require cleaning each time they are used. The bath-
rooms will be open only on the Second floor.

11. Until further notice, there will be NO other Church activities held in
the building.

12. The wearing of gloves is optional, but if you choose to wear gloves,
they too need to be sanitized with hand sanitizer.

13. There will be an Offering box at the exit door to receive your offer-
ing. Offering plates will not be passed during the Worship Service. You
can also continue to place your Offerings and Tithes through the mail slot
in the door closest to the Office door during the week, mail it to the
church, or use the online giving links either on the Church Website or
through the My Church app.

14. At this time, no items can be passed from one person to another un-
less it is among the same family who have been living together during the
stay-at-home orders.

15. After the worship service, the ushers will release one pew at a time to
exit by the side door of the Sanctuary so we can maintain the required
six-foot distance.

16. Those who chose to fellowship are required to do so outside the
Church Building away from the exit while remaining at the six-foot dis-
tance.

CLEANING PROCEDURE BETWEEN WORSHIP SERVICES

1. Our Cleaning Service will be responsible for sanitizing / disinfecting
the restrooms. This will be done primarily with a bleach solution.

2. Our Cleaning Service will also sanitize / disinfect the hard surfaces of
the entrance and exit doors to the sanctuary and in the hall.

3. A team of at least three individuals (members) will clean (sanitize /
disinfect) the sanctuary each time the sanctuary is used. This will be done
on or after Wednesday of each week. This cleaning will consist of wiping
down of all the wood surfaces of the pews and other furniture. Lysol
wipes and a non-bleach spray solution will be available for use. This
would take less than an hour with two people. A steam cleaning machine
will be used to sanitize / disinfect the fabric on the pews and any other
needed fabric surfaces. The steam cleaning will likely take about 2 5
hours.

8
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No new books to report on, but we have a fun story to lift your spirits,

i

remember product names from years past, and give you a chuckle or
two; and maybe something to think about...

Are you SOFT-SOAPING GOD?

DUZ you DREFT along with the TIDE? VEL, now is the time to
CHEER up.
If you want real JOY, the best TREND is to BREEZE to church on
Sunday morning.
Many WOODBURY their heads in the pillow and remain in bed, or
work to make yard and auto SPARKLE, forgetting that the Lord's Day
is made for LESTOIL.
Where God is given first place, a DOVE will never have to be sent out
with an SOS.
Are you trusting on LUX for good things, with no intention to include
God in your days?
Maybe we ought to DIAL you and remind you about the IVORY
palaces and eternal LIFEBUOY.
Why not WISK yourself out of bed this Sunday morning, dress up
SPIC 'N' SPAN and DASH like a COMET to God's house?
Sharing God's Word, you can receive a wonderful KLENZER
for your soul and become God's MR. CLEAN.
Be BOLD enough to try His way!
You will GAIN a great deal when you get into God's BIZ, the center
of real AXION.
BRECK away from the way of the world, and you will find it's no
TAME existence to follow God's leading.
And the end result is much more than just a shiny HALO.
If you AGREE, eternal blessings can be yours now, and in the land of
NO MORE TEARS.

(author unknown)

Carvoll Stewart
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HOME: Rick Walker, Lynn Arnold, Elton and HeAr
Mabeline Robinson, O.J. Campbell, Glenna Us,

Turner, Dan Roblpette, Adren El.drldge, Missy @/ | 1‘ J JR@
Throckmorton, Bill Valley, Sylvia McGhee -

EXTENDED CARE: Nancy Herndon, Betty and
John Matheny, Colleen Dunford, Mae Clemons, Della Dunford,
Rosalene “Posey” Heath

FAMILY: Gabby Warner’s mother and sister, Almetta Cruff's
boyfriend, Ronald Kennedy; Arnie Murdock’s brother-in-law, Howard
Vest; Carroll Stewart’s brother, Jimmy Canada and nephew, Mack
Canada; Daniel Burke’s mother, Nellie Burke; Zanah McCoury’s
daughter, Renita K. Martin White; Gary and Carla Estep's niece,
Lindsey, granddaughter, Everleigh and Carla’s mother; Paula Moore,
her son, and her sister; Bill and Cathy Valley’s daughter, Laura and her
family

FRIENDS: Christian Sympathy To: The family and friends of
Michele (Missy) Buttons Harris upon her passing; the family and
friends of Faith Niday upon her passing; to Becky Harrell and family
upon the passing of her husband, Keith; to the family of Johnny Miller
upon his passing. Pray for Sara Lenard, Beth Ferrell, Carolyn Walters,
DeDe and Danny Hoosier, Martha Umberger, John Viars, Bland
Ministry Center, Wythe County, our Nation, and people in Venezuela

THOSE SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES: Airman Joseph
Robinette, Thomas Collins, Gregory Carson, Ryan Shupe, Kevin
Dalton, Benjy Bird, Cory Todd, and all the others who serve our nation

PASTORAL CARE: Our Pastor, Rev. Tim Irving, is accessible for
any pastoral need. If you would like to make an appointment with
Pastor Tim, please call the church office at 228-3712 or his cell phone:
276-284-1575. For pastoral emergencies at night or during weekends,
please call Pastor Tim on his cell phone or the Deacon of the Week.

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY TO:

Michael and Gabby Warner upon the passing of
Gabby’s father.

Carroll Stewart and family upon the passing of
Carroll's aunt, Sue Jennings.
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SURQ
When a decision is made pertaining to hav- ¥ W
ing Wednesday night suppers and Bible '
Study, we will announce this to our church

family and friends. Watch and listen for more infor-
mation.

Meeting
Wednesday, July 1:  Called Church Business —7:00 p.m. on Zoom
Wednesday, July 8:  Staff—4:00 p.m. on Zoom

Monday, July 20: Deacons—7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, July 22 Quarterly Church Conference—7:00 p.m.

July Birthdags o ggg E:‘ty;gr
1 Daniel Burke Gena Anders
6 Richard Terry 23 Mary Katherine Claypool
7  Mandy Phillips g 26 Rosalene Heath
Gail Pack a .. 27 Bill Carter
8  Doug Roope ﬁ 29 Pamela Dawn Clark
11 Dale Yontz oy 30 Elton Robinson
13 Ellie King E i BLESSINGS
Emmie King St ON YR
Doris Muncy %ﬁ
15 Almetta Cruff ES=PBIRTHIAY

DEACON OF THE WEEK USHERS Team III:
Danny Sowers, Bonnie Agnew
Chris Bracknell, Gary Estep

July 5: Delores Dove
July 12:  Jenny Stoker

July 19: Danny Sowers TELLERS

July 26: Chris Bracknell Emery Pruett and Guy Sutphin
GREETERS
Designated Ushers for the month
of July
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Su Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
7:00pm Called Church
Business meeting;
Adult Bible Study on Zoom
THE BOOK OF MARK
5 6 7 8 9 10
Reopenlng 4:00pm Staff meeting on
Zoom
10:30am Worship Service in the sanctuary 7:00pm Adult Bible Study on
You can also see the service on Wytheville Zoom THE BOOK OF
Baptist Church Facebook page or Wythe- MARK
ville Baptist Church YouTube
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
10:30am Worship Service in the sanctuary
You can also see the service on Wytheville . .
Baptist Church Facebook page or Wythe- 7:00pm Adukt Bible Study on
ville Baptist Church YouTube Zoom THE BOOK OF
P MARK
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
10:30am Worship Service in the sanctuary 7:00pm Deacons’
You can also see the service on Wytheville meeting
Baptist Church Facebook page or Wythe- X
ville Baptist Church YouTube l73.00_pm Quar:grly Church
nEAI]ll“E: usiness meeting
Newsletter Articles
26 27 28 29 30 31
10:30am Worship Service in the sanctuary 7:00pm Adult Bible Study on
You can also see the service on Wytheville Z.oom THE BOOK OF
Baptist Church Facebook page or Wythe- MARK
ville Baptist Church YouTube




