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For we are
God’s handiwork,
created in Christ
Jesus to do good
works, which God
prepared in advance
for us to do.
Ephesians 2:10
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Boldly
affirmed in
the bright
future God
has planned
for us, we
seek to be
inventive and
resourceful
while
encouraging
one another
on a deeper
spiritual
journey.

PASTOR’S THOUGHTS
Strengthening Our Church
Activities, events, and programs fill the time
churches have every week. Sunday mornings
we have Prayer Time before our morning activities, Fellowship Time, Sunday School, and
Worship Service. Wednesday nights we have
Supper together, Youth activities, Children’s
Choir, and Bible Study. All of these should
have a common thread running through them.
The common thread needs to be central to
everything we do. Yes, it is to build the Kingdom of God but there is one specific calling to
emphasize. We are called as a Church and as
individuals to make disciples.
This most important calling starts with us
reaching out to those who do not know Jesus
(Continued on page 2)
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Christ as their Lord and Savior.
Then we should help them to
come to know Jesus Christ by
trusting him for salvation and
eternal life. When they do they
become a new life in the Kingdom of God. Our helping them
at this point is even more important. We must teach them
now what it means to walk as a
follower of Jesus Christ. We
must help them understand the
Bible, establish prayer and devotion time, know how to share
their testimony of coming to
Jesus Christ, and many other
disciplines of the faith. Too
many churches for too long
have focused only on bringing
people to Jesus Christ and then
hoping they will continue in the
faith while they look for new
people to evangelize.

Yet I have often not followed
through on helping them. They
have often had to find their own
way while I spread more marbles.
So now that I have lost most
of my marbles (said it before
anyone else does), I realize how
important it is that I become
more intentional about making
disciples. Later this year I am
starting a Discipleship Class to
help people grow in their discipleship. The first ones through
this class will be asked to make
a commitment to lead others in
the same way. Thus we as a
Church will be able to fulfill our
calling of making disciples not
just giving birth to new members of the Kingdom of God.

Begin praying now to see if
God is calling you to step forIn the past few months, God
ward in your discipleship. If
has convicted me greatly to see
God is touching your heart to
how I have fallen down in my
help start this process please let
ministry in making disciples.
me know. Also, be in prayer as I
The concept of discipleship has
discern how best to do this most
always run like a thread through
important calling.
all my teaching, preaching, and
counseling. It is as though I had
Because of
a bucket of marbles that I tossed
God’s Love,
out at every opportunity hoping
Pastor Tim
someone would pick up a marble and be captured by what it
means to live as a disciple of
Jesus Christ. Certainly, there are
those who have picked up a
marble and caught the vision.

 BLAND MINISTRY AND HEARTS & HAMMERS CHAPTERS

We now have seven projects pending with NRV Disability Resource Center and Agency On Aging.
 BLAND MINISTRY: If you can help hand out food boxes or
sort clothes on any Tuesday or just sort clothes on Wednesday
please contact Dee Dee at 276 688 4702.
 CLAYTOR LAKE BAPTIST ASSEMBLY INC.: Thanks for
your prayers and our partnership with the Bland Ministry Center.
A mission team from Dublin, Georgia, and the following members of Network churches; Dublin—Jimmy Jones, Ted Russell,
John Lawson, Gary Leedy,
Denny and Donna Tabor, Harold Ward; Fairlawn—Mark and
John Patton; First Baptist Pulaski—Bill Thomas; Trinity—
Charles Hull; Belspring—
Thomas and Cory Cundiff, and
Bill Gee. We were able redo the roof structure and install new
metal sheeting on the camp building the week of April 1.
 We thank the following churches for agreeing to clean the Baptist
Camp this season. April-Calvary Baptist, May-Cambria Baptist,
June-Fairlawn Baptist, July-Pulaski First Baptist, August-Dublin
Baptist, September-Trinity Baptist, October-Wytheville Baptist.
 If you have trouble getting into the building or want to report an
immediate problem at the camp, please feel free to contact one of
the following camp board members: Dave 540-616-7839, Bill 540
-392-8643, Charles 540-980-5667, Thomas 540-250-7274 or
Robert the web master.
 CITY OF REFUGE: Tim Irving attended a City of Refuge meeting with the Wythe County Ministerial Association on March 26.
Henry and Tim plan to keep us updated on the opening of a facility in the Pulaski area and how our Network can help. In the mean
time you may want to visit the City of Refuge web site at https://
cityofrefugeatl.org/ for details.
Please thank God for continuing to bless our Network of churches.
In His service
Dave Clonch
Moderator/Director
Western Blue Ridge Baptist Network

Judy Collier

It May Be Friday . . . But Sunday’s A-Comin'
 Marion Baptist is undertaking a very ambitious project for latch

key children in their community. An eight-week VBS is planned
from 7:30 a.m. till 5:00 p.m. Monday thru Friday. The cost would
be less than $200 per person including lodging at Emory & Henry
University. We will need 15 people per day for one week to accomplish our part of the plan. We are asking that one or two people
from each Network church volunteer. Please call Dublin Baptist at
540-674-6061 if you can help in June.

 Ministry dinners scheduled in 2019 are; Music—May 7, Sunday

School/Small group—June 11, Deacons—July 9, Women’s Missions groups—August 6, Treasurers—September 10.

 The Western Blue Ridge Baptist Network web site is

http://westernblueridge.wix.com/baptistnetwork
The next Leadership Team meeting will be at 6:30 pm in the Dublin Baptist Church Fellowship Hall (across from Hardee's) on May
2, 2019.

 BUNK HOUSE TRAILER: The Lord is blessing our efforts and

it now looks like the bunk house trailer will be ready for our mission team headed to North Carolina in June. Our group will be the
first to sleep in the new bunk house. If you have electrical or carpentry experience and are willing to help Steve finish on time
please contact Calvary Baptist at 540-745-3744.

 VENEZUELAN CHRISTIANS: Thank you for praying and

praise to our heavenly Father for blessing our efforts to help pastor
Ramon. Money transfers were working well enough for him to receive funds last month. We have to continue reminding ourselves
that the Bible says we have not because we ask not. God is willing
to bless us if we just ask. So let’s continue praying for Ramon’s
family and their ministry as they endure extreme hardships and
most importantly that souls will be saved thru their witness.

Eastertide, the season set aside to celebrate the resurrection of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, continues throughout May until
Pentecost Sunday, June 9th. Hopefully the celebration of our Lord’s
resurrection would shine through our lives throughout the year.
At this writing, we are in the midst of Holy Week, pondering our
Lord’s crucifixion on Friday and the joy to come on Resurrection
Sunday. Against the promises of the empty tomb for Christians, we
see the world celebrating the season with, among other things,
hollow chocolate bunnies – sadly a picture of the hollowness and
emptiness of their hearts and lives without the Savior.
Then again this week, we have watched in horror as Notre Dame
Cathedral in Paris, France, was
ravaged and severely damaged
by fire. Yet in the midst of the
destruction, the cross
remained, as if to remind us
that no matter how bad things
may get for Christians, the
Lord remains strong and
steadfast with us through the
fires and storms of life. He even uses them to purify us for our own
good.
So even if there was great pain for you this Easter, be reminded
that the Lord of our lives has risen from the dead, and He will
continue to take the ashes of your life during this Eastertide and
rebuild your faith and your life. Today, we do not have to wait for
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost with tongues of fire,
(Continued on page 4)

but just open our hearts to the Lord to heal and cleanse us, making
room for the newness of life He wants to substitute for the pain and
emptiness within. Our worship will then overflow from the depths
of our newly healed hearts in a beautiful and fresh way. He will give
us a new song to sing:
I waited patiently for the Lord;
He turned to me and heard my cry.
He lifted me out of the slimy pit,
Out of the mud and mire;
He set my feet on a rock
And gave me a firm place to stand.
He put a new song in my mouth,
A hymn of praise to our God.
Many will see and fear the Lord
And put their trust in him.
Psalm 40:1-3
The Lord has given us songs and godly music to soothe, comfort,
and strengthen us during the rough times and to serve as a beautiful
vehicle for our praise to flow back unto Him.
So I pray that during this season, we will open our hearts to new
depths of love and praise for our Lord, and that the sanctuary will
ring with voices filled to the brim with love for Him and set on fire
to share that love with others.
In that hope,

Judy

BOOKS BY JOHN COLLIER
John Collier's three books—Two Minutes to Live, Above the Thorns,
and Josh—may now be ordered online through a new website: www.johncollierministry.com.
Information, pictures, and videos of John and Judy Collier's ministry in Belize are available to view under the ministry section.

J

oin us for National Day of
Prayer in Withers Park
Thursday, May 2, at 12:00
noon as Christians from all over
our community and county join
together in prayer.

LOVE ONE ANOTHER, JUST AS I HAVE LOVED YOU.
JOHN 13:34

R

un for the Wall will ride into Wytheville at approximately 4:30 p.m. for their one night stay on May 22,
2019! Mark your calendars and join us in Withers
park to give them a warm Wytheville welcome! Riders will be
getting off I-81, Exit 70 and traveling down 4th Street. Visitors are encouraged to line the sidewalks of 4th Street to wave
and cheer each of the riders into Withers Park. Stay for a Welcoming Ceremony and to chat with the riders.

T

he Wall of Honor Memorial Day Ceremony is
Sunday, May 26, 2019, 1:30 p.m. at Withers Park.
The Town of Wytheville invites all citizens to attend this special ceremony and honor all military men and
women.

Hello Church Family,

Our next VBS planning meeting will be held
Thursday evening, May 16, at 7:00 p.m.
and on
Thursday evening, May 30, at 7:00 p.m.
We are putting the final touch on this wonderful
VBS program and we still need your help!
EVERYONE who is interested in volunteering in any way is encouraged to attend. Teams will be sharing what they
have planned for their group which will
give you an idea of where the Lord might
have you serve.
PLEASE consider where you will serve in this lifechanging event for the children throughout our community.
We need all hands on board!
The date chosen for this
year’s VBS is
Sunday, June 9 through
Thursday, June 13, 2019.

The youth’s brainstorming is starting to transform into action! The
youth room is continuing its transformation process with some fresh
paint, and we encourage you to come and see! In addition, we have
been studying the works of the Apostle John, including the Gospel
of John, and the Book of Revelation. We will be hosting a pizza,
game, and movie night again in May. So, if you know of any
additional people who would enjoy that, please let them know!
Lastly, we continue to pray for God to bring additional families to
our church and ask you to do the same. We, also, continue to pray
for open mindedness within the sphere of Biblical Authority. We
want to truly be His hands and feet, reaching our community even if
it’s not in the manner that we thought.

Michael

KATHRYN ISAACS AND
MABEL CRABTREE CIRCLE NEWS

Our next meeting will be on Monday, May 6, at 7:00 p.m. in
Williams Fellowship Hall. Lynn Arnold will provide the program and Janet Montgomery will serve as hostess. Mission
Action Project for May is Bland Ministry. We invite all our
ladies and friends to join us for this meeting.
WOMEN’S SPRING BANQUET
LADIES—this is your special invitation to attend the Women’s
Spring Banquet Saturday, May 11, at 6:00 p.m. in Williams Fellowship Hall. The theme will be “Faithful Mothers” and participants are
to bring a picture of their mother to the church by May 5. Stacy Minton will be the guest speaker. Invite your mothers, daughters, aunts,
sisters, and friends to this amazing, fun-filled night full of good
food, good fellowship, and door prizes. This will be a Potluck dinner
with the Circle providing the meat. So get those favorite recipes out
and join us.

Janet Montgomery

L

et's do something a little
different in May for our
Young-at-Heart meeting. We can eat and help feed someone
else by going to The Open Door Café for our lunch. Some of
us have been there, while others have not. This will be an
opportunity for everyone to check out one of the new places in
town. By eating there we will be able to help pay for someone
who can't afford the price. An extra couple bucks for our meal
won't hurt most of us and it will help the much needed program
in our area. So, let's meet there at noon on May 21. You'll be
able to go back for seconds. Come and bring a friend.

Carroll Stewart

It’s getting warm outside and there are
good clothes available in our WBC
Children’s Clothes Closet. These children’s clothes are free and we always
have new families that utilize this ministry. If you have any new or gently
used children’s clothes, shoes, new underwear, t-shirts, or
socks; bring them to the clothes closet down stairs next to the
nursery.
If you would like to make a monetary donation, please earmark your check “Children’s Clothes Closet” and place it in the
offering plate. The Children’s Clothes Closet will open on
Thursday, May 23, 2019, from 2:30 to 4:00 p.m.

Spread the Word of God by telling others to listen to the Sunday
morning message by logging onto:
www.wythevillebaptist.org
then click the Sermons tab.
Once there, people will find each Sunday’s sermon plus all the previous sermons of past
months. Thank you to our Multi-Media Team
Leader, Daniel Burke, for providing this link for
our encouragement, learning, and inspiration.

JUNE 2019
BEACON ARTICLES
All June 2019 Beacon articles, announcements, meetings, events, times, etc. need to be
turned into the church office no later than
Wednesday, May 15. Thank you for your help
in this matter.

DON’T FORGET OUR BENEVOLENCE OFFERING

The purpose of the Benevolence offering—to
help others in need.
Last month you helped:
 Four

individuals and three families with a
room for the night
Four households with their electric bill
We will receive a Benevolence offering Sunday, May 5, following our worship service. We ask that you once again give
from the heart. This offering is never hoarded up or put in a
savings account, but always used to help others for the glory
of God.
Thank you for giving from the heart.

OPEN DOOR CAFÉ
Open Door Café, a place where anyone can get a good meal free of
charge or by donations, will be operating on regular hours with lunch
Monday thru Friday from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and a dinner meal
on Wednesdays from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Open Door Café is located at 650 W. Main Street next to Hope
Inc. and is open to the public.
If you would like to volunteer to help at the Open Door Café, go
to: https://www.opendoorcafewytheville.org then click the Volunteer
tab.

AGAPE FOOD PANTRY
Please bring Spaghetti Sauce, Spaghetti Noodles, and
Peanut Butter for the months of May and June to help
feed those in need in our community. Please, no glass
containers.
WBC considers it a privilege to help the Agape Food Pantry distribute food on the second Saturday of every month beginning at
10:00 a.m. and the fourth Thursday of each month beginning at
12:00 p.m. If you would like to be part of this vital ministry, please
contact Chris and Rhonda Bracknell or Guy and Linda Sutphin.

OPEN DOOR CAFÉ
This is to remind you of what God continues to do in Wytheville. The Community Food Kitchen was started in 2012 to
feed the hungry in Wytheville, Wythe County, and surrounding areas. The Community Food Kitchen joined with
H.O.P.E. Ministry and in 2018 became the OPEN DOOR
CAFÉ with the same mission—to feed the hungry.
This ministry is now open 5 days a week (Monday thru
Friday) from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and on Wednesday evenings
from 5-7 p.m.
We welcome everyone to eat with us and donate what you
can for the meal. Those who donate money for their meal
help feed those who can't; those who can't donate money can
volunteer time to cover their meal. If someone is unable to
do either, their meal is free, paid with a token donated by
others.
EVERYONE EATS WYTHE US!!!
Tokens can be purchased at the Open Door Café for $8
each or 15 for $100. These tokens can be given to the Open
Door Café to pay forward to those who need a meal or you
can give them to someone you know who needs a meal.
We always need volunteers, no experience necessary.
You can volunteer for 1 hour, 2 hours, 3 hours or more;
whatever fits your schedule on any day. There are a lot of
volunteer jobs and one is waiting for you. Please come and
join this ministry as we serve God by feeding the hungry. For
more information on volunteering with us, call 227-0212 and
ask for Jessica.
Thank you for considering this opportunity.
Betty Robinette

Join us for

Bring a friend!
Our Fellowship Team has scheduled a Game Night on the 5th
Wednesday night of May, July, and October. May 29 is our first
5th Wednesday night and the Team is in the process of coordinating this Game Night for our church family and friends.
Come for dinner at 6:00 p.m. and stay for a great night of fun,
fellowship, and laughter. Remember to bring friends and family.

Dear Church Family
There are no words sufficient to express my appreciation for the
many acts of kindness shown to me during my recent illness.
May God bless each one of you,
Danny Sowers
Thank you to everyone who gave food or helped in any way to
make our Easter Sunrise Service Breakfast wonderful. We had
plenty of food for all to enjoy and the fellowship with our brothers
and sisters in Christ.
Fellowship (Inreach) Team

The Library Has Four Old Cook Books.
Here is a little history to go with the cookbooks. The first one was
printed in December 1916 and by checking our records it was compiled by the women of Wytheville Baptist for the Building Fund and
sold for 50 cents a copy. You may remember some of these ladies
who provided the recipes: Mrs. George R. Huffard, Mrs. Clarence
Trinkle, Mrs. Hope Davidson, Mrs. J.S. Repass, Mrs. W.M. Lindamood, Mrs. W.E. Abrams (the Pastors wife), Mrs. Stuart Campbell,
Mrs. A.A. Campbell, Mrs. John E. Tarter, Mrs. W.S. Moore, Mrs.
S.S. Stephens, Mrs. W.S. Poage, Mrs. S.J. Kincer, Mrs. John Felty,
and Mrs. G. T. Folty, to name just a few. Mr. J. H. Harris gave
WBC his wife's cookbook dated December 1916. Also, one of the
1916 cookbooks was given to Pastor Wesley Huff by Mrs. Elizabeth
B. Tompkins. She said "I am happy to donate this little cook book to
the church. I knew it would mean nothing to my children. Some of
your 'parishioners' can find names in it of old families. My mother
used to have relatives in Wytheville. I was from Monroe County,
WV. We had many ties to Virginia. You have a pretty church in a
pretty town. I miss seeing the beautiful mountains especially in the
fall."
There was a second book printed in July 1921. That one was for
the purchase of the organ for the church. It sold for 65 cents a copy.
The third copy of this book was dated 1932 and sold for $1.00
per copy. Grace Bounty of Stanford, CT, called the church, Jan sent
her to me, and I told her we would love to have the cookbook. She
told me she had found it in a 'tag' sale and hated to see it thrown out,
so she called us and sent it to us for our church history.
Come to our library and take a look at them. They are loaded
with great recipes. We are in the process of searching for more of
WBC's history. Please visit the library and explore some of our history; you never know what you might find.
Prepared by Doris Terry

HOME: Judy Collier, Almetta Cruff, Elton and
Mabeline Robinson, Danny Sowers, Francis
Rochelle, Pamela Clark, George and Wanda
Hamm, O.J. Campbell, Dan Robinette, Adren
Eldridge, Missy Throckmorton, Eric and Ann
Collins, Sylvia McGhee, Bill Valley, Nancy
Herndon
EXTENDED CARE: Mae Clemons, Della Dunford, Bea
Shearwood, Rosalene “Posey” Heath
FAMILY: Pat Anderson's grandson, Walker Anderson;
Chris Bracknell's mother; Linda and Carlisle Hostetter's
granddaughter, Kelsey Grubb; Janet Montgomery's sister-inlaw, JoAnn All
FRIENDS: Christian Sympathy to Pastor Danny and Pat
Collins and their family upon the passing of his sister, Betty
Addington. Prayer for Randy Kasey, Anthony Macintosh and
his mother Kelsey, Pamela Ramey, Ted Phillips, people in
Venezuela, Bland Ministry Center
THOSE SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES: Thomas
Collins, Gregory Carson, Ryan Shupe, Kevin Dalton, Benjy
Bird, Cory Todd, and all the others who serve our nation
PASTORAL CARE: Our Pastor, Rev. Tim Irving, is
accessible for any pastoral need. If you would like to make
an appointment with Pastor Tim, please call the church office
at 228-3712 or his cell phone: 276-284-1575. For pastoral
emergencies at night or during weekends, please call Pastor
Tim on his cell phone or the Deacon of the Week.

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY TO:
Dr. O.J. Campbell and his family upon the
passing of his beloved wife, JoAnn Campbell
Chuck and Teresa O'Roark and their family
upon the passing of Teresa's cousin, Harry
Carroll

May 1: Barbecue, Buns, Cole Slaw, Potato Salad,
Banana Pudding
May 8: Oven Fried Chicken, Green Beans, Confetti
Cole Slaw, Rolls, Brownies and Ice Cream
May 15: Salad Supper—Ham Salad, Chicken Salad, Seven Layer
Salad, Jell-O Salad, Strawberry Shortcake
May 22: Lasagna, Toss Salad, French Bread, Corn, Peach Fluff
May 29: Sandwich Supper—Meat, Cheese, Tomatoes, Lettuce,
Chips, Pickles, Veggie Tray, Macaroni Salad, Ice Cream Sandwich Dessert

Thursday, May 2:
Wednesday, May 8:
Thursday, May 16:
Thursday, May 30:

Western Blue Ridge Baptist Network Leader
ship Team—6:30 at Dublin Baptist Church
Staff meeting—5:00 p.m.
VBS Team meeting
VBS Team meeting

May
Birthdays
2:
3:
4.
5:
11:
12:

Melissa Byrd
Mike Stoker
Teresa O'Roark
Becky Hudson
Clair Veasey
Noah Willis

DEACON OF THE WEEK
May 5: Janet Montgomery
May 12: Delores Dove
May 19: Jenny Stoker
May 26: Danny Sowers

15:
20:
21:
23:

Tommy Terry
Janet Montgomery
Sylvia McGhee
Todd Ball
Zanah McCoury
24: Mary Morgan Johnson
Tommy Hilton
26: Nancy Herndon
28: Paul Garst

USHERS Team I:
Tommy Anders, Gena Anders
Joe Crowgey, Carlisle Hostetter
TELLERS
Delores Dove and Mary Hall
GREETERS
Designated Ushers for the month
of May

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

2

6:00pm Wednesday Night Supper
6:30pm Higher Ground Youth
Program, Children’s Choir Practice
6:40pm Adult Bible Study

5 Benevolence Offering Received
8:45am Prayer in the Conference Room
9:00am Fellowship Time with Coffee and Treats
9:15am Sunday School
10:00am Choir Practice
10:30am Worship Service and Communion
4:45pm Adult Choir fellowship
5:00pm Adult Choir practice

12

6

7

7:00pm Katherine Isaacs and
Mabel Crabtree Circle meeting

6:00pm WBRN Dinner for Music Directors

13

14

19

20

8:45am Prayer in the Conference Room
9:00am Fellowship Time with Coffee and Treats
9:15am Sunday School
10:00am Choir Practice
10:30am Worship Service
4:45pm Adult Choir fellowship
5:00pm Adult Choir practice
6:00pm Baccalaureate Service at West End UMC

26

8:45am Prayer in the Conference Room
9:00am Fellowship Time with Coffee and Treats
9:15am Sunday School
10:00am Choir Practice
10:30am Worship Service
4:45pm Adult Choir fellowship
5:00pm Adult Choir practice

8

21

Friday

3

10

5:00pm Staff meeting
6:00pm Wednesday Night
Supper
6:30pm Higher Ground
Youth Program, Children’s
Choir Practice
6:40pm Adult Bible Study

15

22
6:00pm Wednesday Night Supper
6:30pm Higher Ground Youth
Program, Children’s Choir Practice
6:40pm Adult Bible Study

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

28

29
6:00pm Wednesday Night Supper
6:30pm Higher Ground Youth
Program, Children’s Choir Practice
6:40pm Game Night

4

11

10:00am WBC
helps at Agape Food
Pantry

6:00pm
Women’s Spring
Banquet in the fellowship hall

16

7:00pm VBS meeting for
all team members and
anyone who would like to
volunteer to help in any
way.

23

17

24

12:00pm WBC helps at
Agape Food Pantry
2:30pm Children's Clothes
Closet

30

7:00pm VBS meeting for all
team members and anyone who
would like to volunteer to help
in any way.

18

12:00pm
Good Friday Service
at West End UMC

Pastor Tim and DeAnne on Vacation

27

Saturday

10:00am Fellowship hall reserved
by Betty Matheny

12:00pm National Day of
Prayer in Withers Park
6:30pm Western Blue
Ridge Baptist Network
Leadership Team meeting at
Dublin Baptist Church

9

6:00pm Wednesday Night Supper
6:30pm Higher Ground Youth
Program, Children’s Choir Practice
6:40pm Adult Bible Study

8:45am Prayer in the Conference Room
9:00am Fellowship Time with Coffee and Treats
9:15am Sunday School
10:00am Choir Practice
10:30am Worship Service
4:45pm Adult Choir fellowship
5:00pm Adult Choir practice

Thursday

31

25

