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He who was seated on the throne said, “I am makWytheville Baptist Church
ing everything new!” Then he said, “Write this
down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”
Revelation 21:5
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Boldly
affirmed in
the bright
future God
has planned
for us, we
seek to be
inventive and
resourceful
while
encouraging
one another
on a deeper
spiritual
journey.

PASTOR’S THOUGHTS
A Central Focus for 2018
It is natural to think about the New Year as a
new beginning for a number of things. It may
be time to finally take the next step for a new
you with a fresh start physically, mentally, or
spiritually. Maybe this will be the year when
you truly take a step to become who God has
called you to be in many ways. That does not
mean it will be easy but it could be one step
forward and one step deeper in your relationship with God. This would truly be a great and
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wonderful year if we all could
make progress in any way.
If you could gain God's insight and confidence in you then
you will grow spiritually and be
a wonderful ambassador for the
Kingdom of God. Read and
meditate on these words from
the book of Isaiah as you begin
this deeper journey.
Here is my servant,
whom I uphold,
my chosen one in whom
I delight;
I will put my Spirit
on him,
and he will bring justice
to the nations.
Isaiah 42:1 (NIV)
How far could each person
go if they believed God has
placed God's Spirit on them for
the work of bringing salvation
and justice to all nations? Then
how far could we go as ministers
and ambassadors to Wytheville
and Wythe County if we believe
God's Spirit is living in us and
through us? As Pastor, I believe
there is so much more we can do
to live into the calling God has
for us as a church!

As we begin this New Year,
there is a need for people to step
up and move forward on the
spiritual journey. As a Church,
we have done a number of
things this past year to simplify
and streamline how we do ministry. Yet there is much left to
be done. Now is the time for a
step forward as a Church family.
Will you join in and help to
make 2019 an incredible year
for Wytheville Baptist. Not only
is God counting on you, but as
your pastor, I am counting on
you being a dynamic part of a
powerful Wytheville Baptist in
this New Year.
Because of God's Love,
Pastor Tim

Our hope is not in the new year…
but in the One that makes all things new.

our November support got thru. As more of their church members
leave the country others are being saved and joining the fellowship. It is amazing to see that even in the worst of times God continues to grow His church. In December the Leadership Team voted to send an extra $200 to pastor Ramon as a Christmas gift for
his families personal use. Please continue praying for his ministry.


Bland Ministry And Hearts & Hammers:
We are working with NRV Disability Resource Center to help
them obtain funding for four ramps in Giles county and one in Pulaski.



Bland Ministry:
Along with their regular ministries, their Christmas assistance programs are in full swing. If you or your church can help please contact Dee Dee or Susan at 276-688-4702.



Missions Conference:
Charles Damron is coordinating the missions conference starting
Sunday morning, March 31, and ending Wednesday night, April 3,
2019. Please call Charles at 540-639-1255 for more details and to
sign up. Two International Mission Board missionaries have already committed to speak at the conference. Charles is still working with a North American Mission Board speaker who works as a
church planner.



Claytor Lake Baptist Assembly Inc.:
We will be talking with your Leadership Team representative
about cleaning the building next summer. Please let them know
what month would be best for your church.



Winterization of the camp was completed before it started to
freeze.



We have worked out the structural details for the roof project and
hope to have drawings completed by the first of January. Plan to
be ready for volunteers soon after Easter. Will keep you updated
on our progress.



Virginia Baptist Foundation Scholarships:
Your college students can apply from now through January 30.
Information is available at bgav.com, under “scholarships”. These
are available to all BGAV churches so apply while you can.
May God bless and keep you and yours in this New Year.
In His service
Dave Clonch
Moderator/Director
Western Blue Ridge Baptist Network

Judy Collier

New Year—New Times—New Focus—New Life


The WMU’s and Mission Minded Women of several Network
churches collected over 2,800 stamped Christmas cards so that the
Regional Jail inmates could send cards to their loved ones. This allowed each inmate to send at least three cards. Thanks for all you
did to make this project a success.



2019 scheduled Ministry dinners are as follows; Pastors—January 8,
VBS—February 12, Secretaries—March 12, Youth—April 9, Music—May 7, Sunday School/Small group—June 11, Deacons—July
9, Women’s Mission groups—August 6, Treasurers—September
10. All dinners start by 6:00 p.m. on a Tuesday night at Shoney’s of
Dublin just off I81.



The Western Blue Ridge Baptist Network web site can be reached
by searching the name or by copying and pasting
http://westernblueridge.wix.com/baptistnetwork
Please make sure your church has a say in the decisions of
the Leadership Team by having a representative at the
6:30 p.m. meeting in the Dublin Baptist Church Fellowship
Hall (across from Hardee's) on January 3, 2018.



Bunkhouse Trailer:
All twenty-seven (27) bunk frames are installed in the Bunkhouse
trailer. The group has started wiring the interior lighting system.
When completed the trailer will have white lights for day and red
lights for night visibility. Those of you who have been on mission
projects will really appreciate not having bright lights turned on by
the 4:30 a.m. or the 11:30 p.m. work crews as they leave and return.
If you have electrical or carpentry experience and are willing to help
please contact Steve at Calvary Baptist 540-745-3744. Mattress kits
are now available from Calvary Baptist or School House fabrics in
Floyd. The complete kit including foam, cover material, and zipper
cost $140.00. Sewing groups have already completed five mattresses.



Venezuelan Christians:
The Lord is continuing to bless pastor Ramon’s congregation and
(Continued on page 19)

First of all, I would like to
thank everyone who participated in I Hear the Prophet
Callin’. All worked hard
and it came together the
week before the “big snow.”
I thank the good Lord and
the choir for this as we
missed quite a few—what
seemed to be— crucial rehearsals. But all was in the
Lord’s Hands, and we pray
He was glorified and souls
were touched.

spring, along with choral
anthems. We will strive to
sing as much as possible in
our services while shortening our choir rehearsals to
make it easier for members
to participate.

Beginning January 6th, the
choir will meet on Sundays
for rehearsals from 5:00 to
6:00 p.m. Prior to choir
practice, there will be a
prayer and fellowship time
from 4:45 – 5:00 p.m. This
The New Year brings great will allow us to bring each
other up to date on our life’s
hope and promise of new
life serving our faithful Lord happenings during the week,
whose mercies are new eve- as well as present any conry morning. In 2019 the
cerns and prayer requests
choir will experience new
we might have.
times, a new focus, but alOn Easter Sunday, Wytheways the same goal of lead- ville Baptist Church will
ing others to new life in Je- host the Easter Sunrise Sersus and a closer walk with
vice for the three congregaChrist.
tions on Church Street. Our
The choir will highlight
songs from our hymnal this

(Continued on page 4)

(Continued from page 3)

choir will be working on a special anthem for this service that
we hope will lift all to the joy of this holy celebration of our
Lord’s resurrection.
The beginning of the year with a new schedule is a perfect
time to join the choir. We welcome you to visit our rehearsals
without making a commitment: enjoy getting to know our
members first and see what music we will be working on during the spring. You do not need to read music and I am available to help you individually on your vocal part, at your convenience. So what do you have to lose? We do hope you will
join us in the sanctuary this Sunday, January 6th, at 4:45 p.m.
to visit with our faithful members before singing together for
the glory of God.
May your New Year be filled with a beautiful new walk with
the Lord that brings new life to everyone you meet.
In this blessed hope,
Judy

Kathryn Isaacs and
Mabel Crabtree Circle News
Our January meeting has been canceled. Watch for information
about our February meeting in your February Beacon and Sunday bulletins.
All the ladies in our Circle wish each of you a year of blessings and peace. May God pour out love and care on you.

Happy New Year.

Janet Montgomery

Dear WBC Deacons,
Thanks so much for the nice big fruit basket. I am enjoying it
very much. I also enjoyed the visit with Jenny and Maria who deliver it.
Thanks again for your thoughtfulness.
Marjorie Wassum
Dear Church Family,
Thank you for the nice fruit basket. I am enjoying it very much. I
am blessed to be a part of such a “caring” church and have missed
attending on a regular basis. I look forward to Spring!
Love to you all,
Mary Hall
Dear WBC Deacons and Congregation,
Thank you so much for the fruit basket. We really appreciate your
kindness and thoughtfulness.
Carl Moss and Pat Anderson
To the Wytheville Baptist Congregation,
I just want to personally thank you for all you do for Hope Packs.
Because of you, we shared over 31,000 packs with our children this
calendar year. Your financial gifts and working members of your
church helping every week proves that there are angels among us.
Your spirit has made such our children did not go hungry on the
weekends. You have made us a better community to live and be
apart of.
I send my most sincere thanks and appreciation,
Mike Pugh

Thank you to all who helped in any way with the Children’s
Clothes Closet in 2018.
We had 26 visits and 68 children were served.
Praise the Lord for all His blessings and for our WBC family who
cares about others.

Dear Church Family:
Thank you all for your kind, encouraging
words and generous gifts. I love preparing the food for our Wednesday Night Suppers and seeing your smiling face as you come in.
Please know that I appreciate the gifts, but even more your love,
care, and support.
I love my church family and hope to be enjoy many more years with
you.
Love to you all,
Janet Montgomery
Dear Deacons and Church Family:
Thank you to the Deacons for the beautiful fruit basket. I have enjoyed it very much. Thank you to Delores Dove for delivering my
basket and for a wonderful visit. This always means so much to me.
Love you all,
Doris Terry
Dear WBC and Deacons,
Thank you so much for the beautiful fruit basket. I have enjoyed
it so much. Thank you all for remembering me in such a wonderful
way. I hope your New Year is blessed and full of love.
Thank you again,
Madeline Catron
Dear Deacons and WBC Family,
I am truly blessed to have a church family like you. Thank you
for all the love, encouragement, and support you have shown me
this past year. Thank you to the Deacons for your kindness in remembering me and my family with a lovely fruit basket at Christmas, we have truly enjoyed this gift.
Love to all,
Jan Stone

Hello Church Family,
We can’t believe 2018 has already come and gone. The youth
program has been searching for ways to adapt. What has
worked in the past has proved to be more difficult to preserve
and implement in the present and the youth have been active in
searching and brainstorming for ways to tailor Christianity to
the next generations without compromising Biblical truth. This
past month the youth have been part of some canvassing and
volunteer opportunities. The Canvassing activity meaning, the
good old tried and true visiting of neighbors, going door to

Brainstorming ways to tailor Christianity
to the next generations without compromising Biblical truth.
door, and handing out flyers. The volunteer opportunities include time assisting the Open-Door Café and the after-school
backpack program helping kids. As far as study goes, the
youth have been active in the book of Joshua, improving their
critical thinking skills and learning valuable facets from within
the Old Testament that will clarify and provide contextual information when the New Testament is brought into view. For
2019, the youth will be invited to participate in a retreat at
Claytor Lake, a youth camp during the summer months, and
other volunteer opportunities as they arise. In addition, after
the book of Joshua has been completed a Gospel will be selected as they study the God-man, Jesus Christ."

Michael

HOOKS
AND
NEEDLES
Hooks and Needles group made scarfs for the Red Cross Service to
the Armed Forces and these scarfs will be given to our Service Men
and Women around the world. Those who crochet scarfs are Dolores
Dove, Becky Hudson, Sherry Terry, and Doris Terry. Those who
knitted scarfs are Betty Matheny. Those who donated yarn are Tommy and Bonnie Terry, C.A. and Sherry Terry, Dickie and Debby Terry, Doris Terry, Rhonda Bracknell, Becky Hudson, Delores Dove,
and Betty Matheny. Becky Hudson delivered a total of 74 scarfs to
the Red Cross in Tennessee on Friday, December 14. We will continue to work on this project during the winter months. Thanks to everyone who helped make this project a success. If you would like to join
the group and help make scarfs, please see Doris.

O

ut of respect for the family
of a beloved church member,
we chose to cancel our Young-atHeart Christmas party, but we can do on January 15 what
we had planned for December. We'll call it an Ol' Fashioned Gospel Sing. We'll have Jerry Stone back to lead us
in singing all our old favorite gospel songs. Sounds good to
me, how about you? Just remember to bring finger foods to
share and a $1.00 gift to exchange. Bring a friend and encourage more of our own over 50 WBC folks to join us. Be
in the Fellowship Hall at noon on Tuesday, January 15.
Hope to see you there!

Carroll Stewart

It’s very cold outside and there are
warm clothes available in our WBC
Children’s Clothes Closet. These
children’s clothes are free and we always have new families that utilize this
ministry. If you have any new or gently
used children’s clothes, shoes, new underwear, t-shirts, or
socks; bring them to the clothes closet down stairs next to the
nursery.
If you would like to make a monetary donation, please earmark your check “Children’s Clothes Closet” and place it in the
offering plate. The Children’s Clothes Closet will open on
Thursday, January 24, 2018, from 2:30 to 4:00 p.m.

Spread the Word of God by telling others to listen to the Sunday
morning message by logging onto:
www.wythevillebaptist.org
then click the Sermons tab.
Once there, people will find each Sunday’s sermon plus all the previous sermons of past
months. Thank you to our Multi-Media Team
Leader, Daniel Burke, for providing this link for
our encouragement, learning, and inspiration.

FEBRUARY 2019
BEACON ARTICLES
All February 2018 Beacon articles, announcements, meetings, events, times, etc. need to be
turned into the church office no later than
Thursday, January 17. Thank you for your
help in this matter.

DON’T FORGET OUR BENEVOLENCE OFFERING
The purpose of the Benevolence offering—to help others in need.
Last month you helped:
Three people with a room for the night
One family with a water bill
One family with their electric bill
One family with rent

We will receive a Benevolence offering Sunday, January 6, following our worship service. We ask that you once again give from the
heart. This offering is never hoarded up or put in a savings account,
but always used to help others for the glory of God.
Thank you for giving from the heart.

RECORDS OF CONTRIBUTION
You will receive your record of contribution for 2018 by January 15,
2019. If you do not receive your statement, or if there are any errors,
please contact our Financial Secretary, Betty Matheny.

TITHING ENVELOPES
Our Offering Envelopes for 2019 will be ready for pick-up the latter
part of January. The boxes of envelopes will be placed on the table
in the main hallway under the Library windows. The boxes will be
in numerical order and an alphabetical list of names will be provided
with assigned envelope numbers. Please note your box number may
have changed from last year. If you cannot find your box or do not
have an assigned tithing number and would like one, please contact
the church office at 228-3712.

AGAPE FOOD PANTRY
Please bring canned fruits and vegetables for
the months of January, February, and March to
help feed those in need in our community.
Please, no glass containers.
WBC considers it a privilege to help the
Agape Food Pantry distribute food on the second Saturday of every
month beginning at 10:00 a.m. and the fourth Thursday of each month
beginning at 12:00 p.m. If you would like to be part of this vital ministry, please contact Chris and Rhonda Bracknell or Guy and Linda Sutphin.
OPEN DOOR CAFÉ
Open Door Café, a place where anyone can get
a good meal free of charge or by donations, will
be operating on regular hours with lunch Monday thru Friday from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
and a dinner meal on Wednesdays from 5:00 to
7:00 p.m.
Open Door Café is located at 650 W. Main Street next to Hope
Inc. and is open to the public.
If you would like to volunteer to help at the Open Door Café, go
to: https://www.opendoorcafewytheville.org then click the Volunteer
tab.

PRAYER LIST
Our prayer list published in our bulletins and Beacons has become
very long. Some on our prayer list have inadvertently been left on
the list after our prayers for them have been answered. Therefore,
we will purge the list and start fresh. We ask you to carefully look
over the list of names and if there is someone you would like left on
the prayer list, please call the church office. All other names will be
removed from the list the last of January and a new list will be published in our February Beacon and again in our bulletins.
We thank everyone who sacrificially stood in the gap for others.

“No, dear brothers and sisters, I am still not all I
should be, but I am focusing all my energies on this
one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to
what lies ahead, I strain to reach the end of the race
and receive the prize for which God, through Christ
Jesus, is calling us up to heaven.” Philippians 3:13-14

The Sanctuary Choir presented the Cantata
“I Hear the Prophet Callin’”
during worship service on December 16, 2018.
They sang with power and beauty as the Holy Spirit led and
our Minister of Music and Worship, Judy Collier, directed.
The sanctuary was beautifully decorated and the
Glory of the Lord shown on the faces of the congregation.

A Perilous Proposal by Michael Phillips is a story about a young
black man in the south shortly after the war between the states, Jake
strikes out on his own hoping to outrun his master and the consequence of an angry deed.
Carrying a grudge and his guilty secret, Jake heads North on a
quest to find freedom and the father he has long resented. On the
way, he discovers not only his long-lost papa but two intriguing
young women as well; one of them a former slave like himself. Jake
soon falls in love with a girl who has secrets of her own. But before
she can answer his proposal, danger comes calling—will Jake learn
to forgive his father and himself only to lose his true love, and possibly his life?
Another Michael Phillips novel is On The Trail Of The Truth.
Since coming to California, Corrie Belle Hollister has been marked
by change and growth. And now with a new mother to care for her
brothers and sisters, Corrie is free to consider the future. She longs
to be a journalist, to serve God with her writing, to become a woman of the truth.
But the truth can be elusive, especially as it leads her into what
has always been a man's world. In her quest to become a newspaper
reporter, Corrie finds herself in the rough and tumble towns of the
gold fields—alone. The closer she gets to the truth, the more severe
the opposition. Corrie discovers a conspiracy of deception that
means danger not only to herself but to her family.
Carroll Stewart

HOME: Frances Felty, Jane Crowgey, Mary Graham,
O.J. and JoAnn Campbell, Pastor Danny Collins, Pamela Clark, Mary Helen Porter, Marjorie Wassum, Mae
Clemons, Elton and Mabeline Robinson, Dan Robinette,
Adren Eldridge, Brenda Tucker, Missy Throckmorton,
Eric and Ann Collins, Sylvia McGhee, Paula Moore,
Bill Valley, Nancy Herndon
EXTENDED CARE: Della Dunford, Bea Shearwood, Rosalene
“Posey” Heath
FAMILY: Dan and Betty Robinette’s grandson, John Yablonski;
Carla Estep's mother, Peggy Asbury, son, Christopher Sheppard, and
niece, Lindsey Parsley; Almetta Cruff's cousin, Dorothy; Ann Collins'
sister, Pat Bretches; Paula Moore's nephew, Kenny Blankenship;
Cathy Valley's sister-in-law, Laura Taylor; Veronica Lopez's mother,
Maria Hernandez; Janet Quinn’s son, Casey
FRIENDS: Christian Sympathy to Danny Gordon and his family upon the passing of his beloved wife, Becky Gordon, Squire Parsons,
Anamika Singh and her family, Deputy Jacob Goins, Linda & George
Cook, Emily Wright, Eddie Bowen, Dewey Clemons, Ted Phillips,
Scott Byerley, Kristy, Randy Kasey and family, Tina Bishop, Barbara
Fox, Keith Hull and family, Parks Turpin Jr., Matthew, Steve Sboray,
Scott Hill, Lynn Perry, Jackie King, Wanda Pruitt’s grandson, Jedi (3
yrs. old), Linda Phillips, Bland Ministry Center
THOSE SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES: Thomas Collins,
Gregory Carson, Ryan Shupe, Kevin Dalton, Benjy Bird, Cory Todd,
and all the others who serve our nation
PASTORAL CARE: Our Pastor, Rev. Tim Irving, is accessible for
any pastoral need. If you would like to make an appointment with
Pastor Tim, please call the church office at 228-3712 or his cell
phone: 276-284-1575. For pastoral emergencies at night or during
weekends, please call Pastor Tim on his cell phone or the Deacon of
the Week.
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY TO:
Paula Moore and her family upon the passing of
her beloved husband, Dan Moore
Judy Collier upon the passing of her aunt, Mildred
Ormand (Midge)
Mae Clemons and her family upon the passing of
her beloved husband Harlan “Speedy” Clemons

January 9: Veggie Beef Soup, Grilled Cheese
Sandwiches, Chips, Pickles, Crackers, Jell-O Salad, Cookies and Ice Cream
January 16: Pinto Beans, Corn Bread, Macaroni
and Cheese, Cole Slaw, Peach Fluff
January 23: Parmesan Chicken, Green Beans, Scalloped Potatoes,
Brownies and Ice Cream
January 30: Chili, Baked Potatoes, Toss Salad, Broccoli and
Cheese, Chocolate Caramel Cake

Thursday, January 3:
Wednesday, January 9:
Monday, January 14:
Monday, January 21:
Wednesday, January 23:

January
Birthdays
1 Wanda Hamm
Maria Stoker
Bryson Booher
4 Lynn Arnold
5 Carla Estep
Chris Bracknell
Glenna Turner
John Claypool

Western Blue Ridge Baptist Network Leader
ship Team—6:30 at Dublin Baptist Church
Staff —5:00 p.m.
Church Council—7:00 p.m.
Deacons’ —7:00 p.m.
Church Business Conference—6:40 p.m.

6 Pauline Moore
Jesus Alfredo
Esquivel
7 Collin Phillips
9 Keith Dunagan
10 Pastor Tim Irving
Mary Hall
15 Jerry Stone
16 Brenda Tucker
Cynthia
Inman-Willis

NURSERY 10:30 AM
January 6 : Nursery Worker
January 13: Nursery Worker
January 20: Nursery Worker
January 27: Nursery Worker
SPLASH CHILDREN’S CHURCH 10:30 AM
January 6: Children’s Ministry Team
January 13: Children’s Ministry Team
January 20: Children’s Ministry Team
January 27: Children’s Ministry Team

19
23
26
27
28
31

George Hamm
Linda Lively
Rick Tucker
Jonathan Stoker
Adren Eldridge
Cathy Valley

DEACON OF THE WEEK
January 6 : Delores Dove
January 13: Jenny Stoker
January 20: Danny Sowers
January 27: Tommy Anders
USHERS
Team I: Tommy Anders, Gena Anders
Joe Crowgey, Carlisle Hostetter
TELLERS
Ty King and Jamie Claypool
GREETERS
Designated Ushers for the month of January

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1

6

7

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

8

8:45am Prayer in the Conference Room
9:00am Fellowship Time with Coffee and
Treats.
9:15am Sunday School
10:00am Choir Practice
10:30am Worship Service
4:45pm Adult Choir fellowship
5:00pm Adult Choir practice

13
8:45am Prayer in the Conference Room
9:00am Fellowship Time with Coffee and Treats.
9:15am Sunday School
10:00am Choir Practice
10:30am Worship Service
4:45pm Adult Choir fellowship
5:00pm Adult Choir practice

20
8:45am Prayer in the Conference Room
9:00am Fellowship Time with Coffee and Treats.
9:15am Sunday School
10:00am Choir Practice
10:30am Worship Service
4:45pm Adult Choir fellowship
5:00pm Adult Choir practice

27
8:45am Prayer in the Conference Room
9:00am Fellowship Time with Coffee and
Treats.
9:15am Sunday School
10:00am Choir Practice
10:30am Worship Service
4:45pm Adult Choir fellowship
5:00pm Adult Choir practice

Wednesday

2

Thursday

3

NO WEDNESDAY NIGHT
SUPPER OR ANY REGULAR
CHURCH FUNCTIONS

9

Friday

4

5

11

12

6:30pm Western Blue
Ridge Baptist Network
Leadership Team meeting at
Dublin Baptist Church

10
5:00pm Staff meeting
6:00pm Wednesday Night
Supper
6:30pm Higher Ground
Youth Program, Children’s
Choir Practice
6:40pm Adult Bible Study

14

15

7:00pm Church Council meeting

12:00pm Young-at-Heart

21

22

7:00pm Deacons’ meeting

28

8:00am Wythe County
Ministerial Association
meeting at St. John’s
Episcopal Church

29

16

Saturday

10:00am WBC helps at

Agape Food Pantry

17

18

19

24

25

26

6:00pm Wednesday Night Supper
6:30pm Higher Ground Youth
Program, Children’s Choir Practice
6:40pm Adult Bible Study

23
6:00pm Wednesday Night Supper
6:30pm Higher Ground Youth
Program, Children’s Choir Practice
6:40pm Church Business Conference

30
6:00pm Wednesday Night Supper
6:30pm Higher Ground Youth
Program, Children’s Choir Practice
6:40pm Adult Bible Study

12:00pm WBC helps at
Agape Food Pantry
2:30pm Children's Clothes
Closet

31

