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Now comes one of the busiest times of the
year for families and for churches. Extra
activities will fill our calendars for the
next month. An extra get together here
and there will fill weekends and even
some weeknights. People will spend time
seeking to find special and meaningful
gifts for the many wonderful people in
their lives. Churches will have practices
and rehearsals for their special Christmas
events. They will also have extra parties
and meals to celebrate our common bond
together in Christ. Most folks will come to
the point that they wonder, “Will I make it
to the end of this month?”
(Continued on page 2)
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Why do we live this way of seeking to do all things with all people to celebrate Christmas in all ways? The season of Advent,
which starts the fourth Sunday before Christmas day, is one to slow
down and consider God coming as a baby. Advent says, “Wait
have you considered the peace the Christ child brings to this world
and your life?” Churches and their leaders should help us slow
down to reflect on the true meaning of Christmas.
Psalm 131:2 (NIV) gives us three words which can help us especially during this season: calmed, quieted, and content.
1 My heart is not proud, Lord,
my eyes are not haughty;
I do not concern myself with great matters
or things too wonderful for me.
2 But I have calmed and quieted myself,
I am like a weaned child with its mother;
like a weaned child I am content.
3 Israel, put your hope in the Lord
both now and forevermore.
These words are the deep and true idea of Christmas and the
coming of the Christ child. We all think of the manger scene on the
first Christmas with these words. Take some time and find these
words in your life during this Advent season. It will take an effort
to do so as so many around you seek to busy themselves with the
events of this season. Schedule and place an event on this month’s
calendar just to experience the peace and contentment God wants
to bring deep in your soul.
Because of God’s Love,
Pastor Tim

 Missions Conference : Charles Damron is coordinating the missions
conference starting Sunday morning, March 31, and ending Wednesday
night, April 3, 2019. Please call Charles at 540-639-1255 for more
details and to sign up. Two International Mission Board missionaries
have already committed to speak at the conference. Charles is also
working with a North American Mission Board speaker who works as
church planner.
 Claytor Lake Baptist Assembly Inc.
 Winterization of the camp will be done this week.
 David and Teri Brown, who mow the camp grass, have donated 11
sheets of T1 11 siding for the project. Our thanks for this generous
gift which will save us over $48 a sheet.
Please pray that God will continue to bless the efforts of the Network
and most of all that we stay centered in His will.
In His service,
Dave Clonch,
Moderator/Director
Western Blue Ridge Baptist Network

If you would like to give your tithes or a monetary gift to WBC
and have it documented on your tithe report for 2018, please have
your tithes or monetary gifts turned into the church office no later
than Thursday, December 27, by 12:00 p.m.

The church office will be closed Tuesday, December 25, and
Wednesday, December 26.
There will be no Wednesday night supper or any church functions
on Wednesday, December 26.

Williams Fellowship Hall is reserved on the following dates:
Saturday, December 1, 12:00 p.m. by Betty Matheny
Saturday, December 8, all day by Dede Cresap
Tuesday, December 11, 12:00 p.m. by Retired Teachers

 The WMU’s and Mission Minded Women of several Network
churches have set a goal to collect three or four Christmas cards, with
stamps, for each of the 900 inmates at the Regional Jail to send their
loved ones this Christmas. The Network has donated 400 stamps to
the project. The ladies groups have collected over 1500 cards so far.
 Bunk House Trailer: Kits are now available with all the materials
to make a complete mattress assembly. If your church’s sewing group
can assemble a mattress, please contact Calvary Baptist at 540-7453744.
 Venezuelan Christians: The October Network donation got thru.
The funds went safely by bank transfer directly into Pastor Ramon’s
account. We are continuing to work with IMB reps to come up with
other ways to get funds to Pastor Ramon and his congregation as
current methods are getting closer to completely failing. Please
continue to pray for their desperate situation.
 Bland Ministry And Hearts & Hammers: Bland Ministry
volunteers from Black Creek Baptist Church along with the Dublin
Baptist chapter of Hearts & Hammers built a 32 ft. ramp, with an
ADA turn around, for the disabled lady in Giles county.
 Bland Ministry: Please contact Dee Dee or Susan at 276-688-4702
if your church is interested in a one day mission trip to help with one
of the ministries at the Bland Virginia Center.
 On Tuesdays you can pack and handout food boxes or sort and
hang donated clothing from 10:00 a.m. till 1:00 p.m. You will need
to arrive at the small brick office building around 9:00 for training.
 If you are only interested in sorting and hanging clothing,
Wednesday is devoted to this task. They start at 9:00 a.m. and
continue until 1:00 or 2:00 p.m. depending on your energy level.
 Clothing trucks arrive on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday between 8:30 a.m. and 12 noon and its all hands on deck
for those who wish to help unload
 For those of you who would like to ride along and help pickup
food in Abingdon, Bluefield, or Roanoke, the trucks leave Bland
around 8:30 am.
 If you are working on site you may get to help load clothing for
overseas shipments or you could help on Monday or Wednesday
by riding with a driver on their Walmart pickup runs.
 You will need to pack a lunch or eat at Dairy Queen or Subway
except on Tuesdays when lunch is provided by one of the local
churches.
(Continued on page 19)

Judy Collier

“FALL” FOR JESUS AND BE HIS PUMPKIN!”

Last December was the first time I had heard the term
“Christmas miracle”—other than in the movies. When the Winston-Salem MRI personnel witnessed a probable tumor in my
right lung completely disappear in the second MRI, just three
weeks later, they (followed by my cancer physician) declared it
their “Christmas miracle.” Thus began my first personal experience of these thought-provoking words.
This year the “Christmas miracle” of “Silent Night”
came to mind. First performed exactly 200 years ago on Christmas Eve 1818, the legend—though not proven—is inspiring,
reminding us of the Lord’s use of our struggles. The story goes
that the young priest, Father Joseph Mohr, had penned the words
two years earlier when, on Christmas Eve 1818, their little organ
broke down. In an effort to salvage the Christmas Eve service,
Mohr took his poem to the church organist, Franz Gruber, and
asked him to set his words to music that could be played on the
guitar. Some attribute this all to a little dormouse that had been
assaulting the organ bellows. If true, it’s just another example of
how the Lord can use “the least of these” to bring about His sovereign will. And the miracles that have occurred from this song,
birthed from difficulty, have continued throughout the years.
More than once on Christmas, a truce was called during both
World Wars, as soldiers sang “Silent Night” in their native language, across the front lines to their “enemy.” What impact that
simple carol must have had on those men, who more than anything wanted “heavenly peace,” yet shortly would be forced to
kill the very ones they sang to.
After a fall of holidays, special church services, and
community-wide activities, a longing for the most beautiful time
of the year and the holy peace it offers begins to stir our hearts.
(Continued on page 4)

Yet the world would distract us with its glitter and glitz, even as
our church seeks to remind us that the Baby is the King, the One
the world crucified, the Only One who can cleanse us from our
sin.
Our choir is working hard to bring a musical presentation on Sunday morning, December 16, at 10:30 a.m., that will be used by the
true Spirit of the season in each of our hearts. We are excited our
children will be singing with us and that they are enjoying the Appalachian “flavor” of the music—especially “Go, Tell It on the
Mountain.”
Caroling to our shut-ins will follow the December 16 service at
1:00 p.m. It has truly been a highlight of Christmas for those who
have gone with us in the past. Our Christmas Eve communion service will be one of simplicity, brevity, and beauty as our extended
families gather to worship our Savior on this holiest of nights.
May the Lord grant us the “Christmas miracle” of hearts
ceased from their warring strife, finding new peace with God and
man during this very holy season.
In that Hope,
Judy

The Flower Team has ordered our
Christmas Poinsettias from Coulter’s
Florist. This year we ordered red
poinsettias with two plants per eight
inch pot, wrapped in gold foil, and
adorned with a red bow. The price
will be $18.95 per pot. If you would
like one or more pots of poinsettias
“In Honor Of’ or “In Memory Of”
someone special, please fill in the
form below, earmark your check
“poinsettia” and attach it to the completed form. Place your
check and completed form in the offering plate or bring them to
the church office no later than noon Wednesday, December 5.
We will have a booklet of remembered loved ones on December
16.
Please Print Legibly
Your Name___________________________________________
Number of pots: ______________________________________

T

here is an opportunity for you
to reach out to our shut-ins on
Sunday, December 16 at 1:00
p.m. This will be after the Sunday
morning Christmas Program. A
snack lunch will be provided for anyone who plans to go caroling with us. If you know of someone in
the church who is truly shut-in and would like a visit, please contact Becky Hudson so they can be added to the list. Please bring 10
small gifts to share with our shut-ins. Suggestions would be small
lotions, notepads, pens, small devotion books, book marks, or be
creative. This was a very special experience last year for all of us
as well as the shut-ins. Be a part of bringing the love of Jesus to
those who cannot get out and worship with us. If you plan on participating, please let Becky know by December 12.

Amount
Paid________________________________________________
“In Honor Of”________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
“In Memory Of”_______________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
All orders need to be turned in no later than
Wednesday, December 5.

Kathryn Isaacs and
Mabel Crabtree Circle News
The next meeting will be on Monday, December 3, at 6:30 p.m.
This meeting will be a Christmas Pot Luck Dinner, with the
Circle providing the meat (turkey and meatloaf prepared by Janet). Those attending are to bring salads, sides, and desserts to
compliment the meats. All ladies are invited to attend. We
will, once again, have an Ornament Exchange that everyone
enjoys! Thanks to all our members. Ladies, we extend a special
invitation to those who are not members, “Come Join Us!”

Dear Church Family:
Thank you so much for all your prayers, cards, phone calls
during Joe’s knee replacement and my leg infection. It has been a
tough year but you have Made it easier.
Sincerely,
Joe and Jane
Thank you to all who helped:
We packed 63 cartons with 957 shoeboxes; thanks to Camret
Logistics for delivering the 63 cartons to Pulaski. Monday morning we received 108 more shoeboxes that we transported to Pulaski. WBC had 81 shoeboxes. Thanks to all those who helped
pack and load the truck and to all those who gave in anyway to
this ministry.
Janet Montgomery and Doris Terry

SCARVES FOR THE MILITARY
If you are a knitter or crocheter in search of a project for the
coming winter, how about helping the Red Cross. They would
like to have handmade scarves to distribute to our military.
There is no specific pattern, but scarves should be no wider than
4 - 6 inches, and no longer than 48 - 50 inches, in subdued colors such as brown, black, grey, maroon, and blue. Stripes using
these colors are ok, as is multicolored yarn. Use regular worsted
(4) weight yarn and try a 20 stitch cast-on for knitting or a 14
stitch starting chain for crocheting and adjust as needed to get the
desired width, using any stitch or pattern you like to work with.
If you have questions, contact Rhonda Bracknell or Becky Hudson. If you have always wanted to learn knitting or crocheting, help can be arranged. If you
want to help the ladies with this ministry
but don’t want to knit or crochet, please
consider donating yarn.

I

f you love Christmas songs, join
us on Tuesday, December 18, at
12:00 p.m. in Williams Fellowship Hall for our Christmas meeting.
We plan to have a finger food party
and exchange gifts that cost no more
than $1. Jerry Stone will be with us
presenting our favorite Christmas Carols and we can all join in
and sing with him.
So get your creative side working and find or make a gift that
costs no more than a $1, tune-up those vocal cords to sing the
beloved Christmas Carols, bring your favorite finger food to
share, and don’t forget to bring a friend. We’re going to have a
great time.

Hello everyone!
As you all know, the youth are still in a transformation phase
that began November 1, but we are excited to see what God will
do in the coming months. We pray and ask you to pray that God
will lead additional young people to our church that can be
trained and transformed into strong Christ followers, being rooted and founded in Christ alone. As of right now, the youth are
currently studying the Book of Joshua where they are dissecting,
processing and understanding the gracious acts of God through
the History of His chosen people Israel. This past Saturday
(November 24) the youth held their first event where they played
milk and soda pong, enjoyed pizza, snacks, and drinks, all while
watching some of their favorite shows on Netflix. Stay tuned for
our December volunteering acts and events. If you would like to
get involved or know someone who might, please contact Michael Warner or the Personnel Team.

CHILDREN’S CLOTHES CLOSET!
There are children that need clothes for the
cold winter months and the Children’s
Clothes Closet can help with this matter.
There are free clothes available in our WBC
Children’s Clothes Closet. We always have
new families that utilize this ministry. If you have any new or
gently used children’s clothes, shoes, new underwear, t-shirts,
or socks; bring them to the clothes closet down stairs next to
the nursery.
If you would like to make a monetary donation, please earmark your check “Children’s Clothes Closet” and place it in
the offering plate. Due to the Christmas season, the Children’s Clothes Closet will open on Thursday, December 20,
2018, from 2:30 to 4:00 p.m.

the Word of God by telling others to listen to the
S pread
Sunday morning message by logging onto:

www.wythevillebaptist.org
then click the Sermons tab.
Once there, people will find each Sunday’s
sermon plus all the previous sermons of
past months. Thank you to our Multi-Media
Team Leader, Daniel Burke, for providing
this link for our encouragement, learning,
and inspiration.

To the Wytheville Baptist Church Family:
Our church staff wishes everyone a very
Merry Christmas and a wonderful New Year.

JANUARY 2019
BEACON ARTICLES
Due to the Christmas season, all January
2019 Beacon articles, announcements, meetings, events, times, etc. need to be turned
into the church office no later than Wednesday, December 12. Thank you for your help in this matter.

DON’T FORGET OUR BENEVOLENCE OFFERING
The purpose of the Benevolence offering—to help others in need.
Last month you helped:
 Four families with their electric bill
 One person with a room for a night
 One person with a medical bill

Michael Warner
Youth Director at WBC
Joined
November 4, 2018

We will receive a Benevolence offering Sunday, December 2, following our worship service. We ask that you once again give from
the heart. This offering is never hoarded up or put in a savings account, but always used to help others for the glory of God.
Thank you for giving from the heart.

AGAPE FOOD PANTRY
Please bring Peanut Butter, Spaghetti Sauce,
and Spaghetti Noodles for the month of December to help feed those in need in our community. Please, no glass containers.
If you would like to help at Agape Food Pantry on the second
Saturday of every month beginning at 10:00 a.m. and the fourth
Thursday of each month beginning at 12:00 p.m. please contact
Chris and Rhonda Bracknell or Guy and Linda Sutphin.

Bobbie Taylor
Joined
November 18, 2018

Constance Vanover
OPEN DOOR CAFÉ
Open Door Café, a place where anyone can
get a good meal free of charge or by donations, will be operating on regular hours with
lunch Monday thru Friday from 11:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m. and a dinner meal on Wednesdays from 5:00 to 7:00
p.m.
Open Door Café is located at 650 W. Main Street next to
Hope Inc. and is open to the public.
If you would like to volunteer to help at the Open Door Café,
go to: https://www.opendoorcafewytheville.org then click the Volunteer tab.

Baptized
October 28, 2018
And all the people said,
“Amen.”

BLESSINGS FOR JANET
At our Family Night at Christmas
meal on Wednesday night, December
19, there will be a basket placed in the
fellowship hall to place cards of encouragement and monetary gifts for
our wonderful Janet Montgomery.
Janet tirelessly works to provide a
meal every Wednesday night for our
church family. She creates a menu,
buys the food, transports the food to
the church, stocks the refrigerator and
shelves, cooks the food, then welcomes us and serves us with a smile
and a hug. She doesn’t do this for the
pay, but because she loves the Lord
and her church family. Therefore, we
would like to give back to her in a
wonderful way during this very special time of the year. Please help us
bless this very special lady with cards
of love and monetary gifts on
Wednesday, December 19.

FAMILY NIGHT
AT CHRISTMAS
On Wednesday,
December 19, we
will celebrate our
Family Night at
Christmas with a
Pot Luck meal. The
church will provide
the meat and we ask
everyone to bring a
side dish and/or
dessert to share.

Christmas Eve
Candle Light Service
We will gather on Christmas Eve, Monday, December 24, at 6:00 p.m. to celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ. We will give honor to our
Savior with songs of the season, remember His birth with the reading of scripture
and a devotional, share in Communion,
and light our candles. Please make plans
to be with us and celebrate the real joy of
Christmas.

We have a very old book for you to read this month or within the
next year. How many of you have a copy of, or have read, The
Pilgrim's Progress? This book was written way back in the late
1600s by John Bunyan. After he was baptized, he began preaching but was arrested and thrown in prison for preaching without
receiving permission from the established church. He was in prison for twelve years, during which time he wrote this book. This
book was written under the similitude of a dream.
The Pilgrim's Progress has been printed, read, and translated
more often than any book other than the Bible. People of all ages
have found delight in the simple, earnest story of a Christian, the
Pilgrim. The events seem lifelike; they follow each other rapidly
and consistently. The reading of this book can be not only a pleasurable experience but a life-changing one as well. Our pastor recommends all of us to read a copy of this book.
What God Does When Women Pray by Evelyn Christenson. Like an Arctic iceberg, whose tip shows only one-ninth of its
ice, the stories you read in this book will be only a little chip off
the tip of the gargantuan iceberg of prayer. No human mind could
ever comprehend or imagine the extent of God's potential activity
in answer to our prayers. He taught us that it is through praying
that He reveals His awesome self to us. He shows us that He
sends answers to prayer far above anything we could ask or even
think about. There is lots more for you to read, so women, listen
up—this book is just for you.

Carroll Stewart

HOME: Jane Crowgey, Mary Graham, O.J. and JoAnn
Campbell, Pastor Danny Collins, Pamela Clark, Mary Helen Porter, Marjorie Wassum, Harlan "Speedy" and Mae
Clemons, Elton and Mabeline Robinson, Dan Robinette,
Adren Eldridge, Brenda Tucker, Missy Throckmorton,
Eric and Ann Collins, Sylvia McGhee, Paula Moore, Bill
Valley, Nancy Herndon
EXTENDED CARE: Dan Moore, Della Dunford, Bea
Shearwood, Rosalene “Posey” Heath

December 5: Chicken Pot Pie, Tossed Salad, Fruit and
Cottage Cheese, Apricot Pound Cake
December 12: Vegetable Beef Soup, Grilled Cheese
Sandwiches, Jell-O Salad, Chips, Pickles, Crackers, Caramel Spice Cake
December 19: Family Night at Christmas—church will
provide the meat, everyone brings a side dish and/or dessert of their
choice.

FAMILY: Carla Estep's mother, Peggy Asbury, son,
Christopher Sheppard, and niece, Lindsey Parsley; Almetta Cruff's
cousin, Dorothy; Ann Collins' sister, Pat Bretches; Paula Moore's nephew, Kenny Blankenship; Cathy Valley's sister-in-law, Laura Taylor; Veronica Lopez's mother, Maria Hernandez; Janet Quinn’s son, Casey; Judy
Collier's aunt, Mildred Ormand (Midge)

December 26: No Wednesday night supper or any church functions

FRIENDS: Deputy Jacob Goins, Linda and George Cook, Emily
Wright, Eddie Bowen, Dewey Clemons, Ted Phillips, Scott Byerley,
Kristy, Randy Kasey and family, Tina Bishop, Barbara Fox, Keith Hull
and family, Parks Turpin Jr., Matthew, Steve Sboray, Scott Hill, Lynn
Perry, Jackie King, Wanda Pruitt’s grandson, Jedi (3 yrs. old), Linda
Phillips, Bland Ministry Center

Thursday, December 6:

THOSE SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES: Thomas Collins,
Gregory Carson, Ryan Shupe, Kevin Dalton, Benjy Bird, Cory Todd,
and all the others who serve our nation
PASTORAL CARE: Our Pastor, Rev. Tim Irving, is accessible for any
pastoral need. If you would like to make an appointment with Pastor
Tim, please call the church office at 228-3712 or his cell phone: 276-284
-1575. For pastoral emergencies at night or during weekends, please call
Pastor Tim on his cell phone or the Deacon of the Week.

CHRISTIAN SYMPATYH TO:
Dee Nolan and her family upon the passing of her
father, M.J. “Bud” Edge, of Conway, SC
Debbie Cassell and her family upon the passing of
her beloved husband, Mike Cassell, of Wytheville,
VA
Janet Quinn and her family upon the passing of her
father, Randolph Havens, of Crockett, VA

Western Blue Ridge Baptist Network Leadership Team—6:30 at Dublin Baptist Church
Monday, December 10:
Church Council—7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, December 12: Staff—5:00 p.m.

15: Mae Clemons
17: Rachel Wilson
18: Luis Lopez
Robin Moore
4: DeAnne Irving
Holly Montgomery 20: O. J. Campbell
23: Bonnie Wright
10: Madeline Catron
24. Brittany Lester
13: Rick Walker

December
Birthdays

NURSERY 10:30 AM
December 2: Nursery Worker
December 9: Nursery Worker
December 16: Nursery Worker
December 23: Nursery Worker
December 30: Nursery Worker
SPLASH CHILDREN’S CHURCH 10:30 AM
December 2: Children’s Ministry Team
December 11: Children’s Ministry Team
December 16: Children’s Ministry Team
December 23: Children’s Ministry Team
December 30: Children’s Ministry Team

26: Betty Matheny
Joe Kincer

Blessings on
your Birthday

DEACON OF THE WEEK
December 2: Janet Montgomery
December 9: Delores Dove
December 16: Jenny Stoker
December 23: Danny Sowers
December 30: Tommy Anders
USHERS
Team IV: Tommy Hilton, John Willis
Betty Robinette, Roger Hudson
TELLERS
Tommy Hilton and Lynn Arnold
GREETERS Designated Ushers for the
month of December

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
9:00am The fellowship hall
is reserved by Betty Matheny
Communion observed
Benevolence Offering Received

2

8:45am Prayer in the Conference Room
9:00am Fellowship Time with Coffee and Treats.
9:15am Sunday School
10:00am Choir practice
10:30am Worship Service
4:00pm Choir practice

9 8:45am Prayer in the Conference Room

9:00am Fellowship Time with Coffee and
Treats.
9:15am Sunday School
10:00am Choir practice
10:30am Worship Service
4:00pm Choir practice

8:45am Prayer in the
Conference Room
9:00am Fellowship Time
with Coffee and Treats
9:15am Sunday School
10:00am Choir practice
10:30am Christmas Cantata
1:00pm Light lunch then go
caroling
4:00pm Choir practice

16

23
8:45am Prayer in the Conference Room
9:00am Fellowship Time with
Coffee and Treats.
9:15am Sunday School
10:00am Choir practice
10:30am Worship Service
4:00p.m. Choir practice

8:45am Prayer in the Conference Room
9:00am Fellowship Time with Coffee and
Treats.
9:15am Sunday School
10:00am Choir practice
10:30am Worship Service
4:00p.m. Choir practice

30

3

4

5

6:30pm
Kathryn
Isaacs-Mabel
Crabtree
Circle Christmas gathering
in the fellowship hall

10
7:00pm Council meeting

17

6:00pm Wednesday Night Supper
6:30pm Children’s Choir Practice, Higher Ground Youth Group
6:40pm Adult Bible Study
7:40pm Choir practice

11

12

12:00pm Retired Teachers’ meeting in the fellowship hall

18

6:00pm

Christmas Eve
Candlelight
Service and
Communion

31

7

25

Church Office Closed

8
9:00am The fellowship hall
is reserved by Dede Cresap
10:00am WBC helps at

Agape Food Pantry

6:30pm WBRBN Leadership
Team meeting at Dublin
Baptist Church

13

14

15

20

21

22

28

29

9:00am Wythe Ministerial Association meeting
5:00pm Staff meeting
6:00pm Wednesday night supper
6:30pm Children’s Choir Practice, Higher Ground Youth Group
6:40pm Adult Bible Study
7:40pm Choir practice

19

12:00pm
Young-atHeart
Christmas
gathering
and sing.

24

6
All monies for Christmas Poinsettia orders need to be turned in
by today

6:00pm Family Night at Christmas Pot Luck meal
6:30pm Children’s Choir Practice, Higher Ground Youth
Group
6:40pm Adult Bible Study

26
Church Office Closed

NO WEDNESDAY NIGHT
SUPPER OR ANY CHURCH

12:00pm WBC helps at
Agape Food Pantry
2:30pm Children's Clothes
Closet

27

